Benchmark A

8th Reading Achievement Test
Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Standard

Question | Spring B
3 2010
Question | Spring D
6 2010
Question | Spring D
30 2010
Question | Spring Scoring Guidelines
35 2010 Points Student Response

2 point Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes a correct description of how the information

is organized in one of the two sections and a correct

explanation of what makes that organization effective.

Organization:

1. In the first three paragraphs, the author states facts
followed by supporting details. She explains what cloves are
and provides interesting facts about how they are grown and
harvested.

2 In paragraphs 4, 5 and 6, the author shifts to a
chronological/time order pattern to give the history of cloves
and their uses over the centuries all the way up until today.
Effectiveness:

1. The first three paragraphs are effective because they get
the reader's attention with interesting tidbits. The facts
provide background information that prepares the reader to
understand why cloves are so important. A supporting-fact
organization is appropriate.

2. The second three paragraphs are mainly about history, so it
is appropriate to list events in time order. The story unfolds
sequentially and readers learn what happened first, then what
happened next, and what happened after that.

1 point Response correctly identifies one organizational pattern but
fails to explain why the pattern is effective.

Note: No point awarded for an explanation of effectiveness if

the organizational pattern on which it is based is incorrect or

missing.

1 point sample answer:

NA

0 point Response does not identify an organizational pattern, is

irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank.

0 point sample answer:
NA
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Benchmark A Continued

Question
35

Spring
2009

Points

Student Response

2 point

Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes an appropriate subheading that reflects the information
presented in paragraphs 1 though 5.
Possible examples include (other text-based answers with support are acceptable):

Memories of the Mill

Early Memories

How | Spent My Early Years
My Life in a Michigan Mill
My Mill Playground

-AND-

a corresponding explanation:

« The author is reflecting/thinking back on her early childhood on her father's mill.

» The author is describing what activities she took part in as a child at the mill.

» The author is setting up the story she is about to tell by beginning with her early
childhood on the mill.

NOTE:

- Point may be awarded for a relevant subheading that reflects the information
presented in paragraphs 1- 5.

» Subheading cannot be a duplicate of the title or be any other subheading listed in
the passage.

- Explanation must correspond to the subheading in order to receive a point.

1 point

Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes an appropriate subheading for paragraphs 1- 5 with a missing or
incorrect explanation.

NOTE: No point awarded for a correct explanation if the subheading on which it is
based is irrelevant or missing.

0 point

No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain an appropriate subheading, is incomplete or irrelevant.

Question
34

March
2008

Question
42

March
2008

Question
43

March
2008

Question
44

March
2008

O o > O

Question
3

January
2005

Points

—

Student Response

The response explains that the passage is crganized by class and each class is listed and
describad seporately with an eaxample.

Exormrgles:

* Each classincludes ashort description.
Each chass lists dates and times it meets.
Each class ists whot ages can sign up.
Each class is listed with a bold heading.
Each class has o number.

The response explains the crgonization with no example.

The resporse indicates no understanding of the task.

Question

March
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11 2005
Question | March
14 2005
Question | March C
43 2005
Question | March
27 2006
Question | May
38 2007
Question | May
39 2007

Benchmark B

Question 1

Spring 2010

Question 5

Spring 2010

Points

Student Response

By

2 point

Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes ONE of the following correct examples
of persuasion -AND- an explanation of how this example
of persuasion supports the Williams’ cause.

¢ “The Williams feel sad that these wonderful feats may
soon become a thing of the past.” The author uses
this example of persuasion to elicit empathy from the
reader for the Williams’ work with shorebirds.

¢ “'The great flights of shorebirds are gone forever,’
they say.” The author uses this example of persuasion
to encourage readers to act soon before it’s too late
to protect the shorebirds.

* “In the 1800s, shorebirds would pass over Bermuda in
great flocks that stretched from horizon to horizon
for more than 24 hours. Now, only a few birds can be
seen over the islands.” The author uses this example
of persuasion to dramatically contrast the past and
present, which will show readers the urgency of
acting quickly to save the Shorebirds.

¢ “The songbirds and shorebirds are threatened by a
loss of habitat in the south and breeding areas in
the north.” The author uses this technique to show
the reader the importance of conservation/ shorebird
protection.

¢ “The Williams hope that you will learn more from the
American Bird Conservancy Web site.” The author uses
this technique to encourage readers to learn more
about this subject/ the Williams’ work.

NOTE: Points awarded for any relevant and correct
text-based example from Paragraph 4 and a related
explanation.

1 point

Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat
inaccurate statement.

Response includes one correct example of persuasion
listed above and no correct explanation.

1 point sample answer:
NA

0 point

No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or
completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain any of the correct examples
of persuasion listed above, is incomplete or
irrelevant.

0 point sample answer:
NA
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Benchmark B Continued

Question 34 Spring 2010 D
Question 43 Spring 2010 A
Question 38 Spring 2009 D
Question 36 March 2008 B
Question 13 January B
2005
Question 37 March 2005 A
Question 42 March 2005 D
Question 22 March 2006 A
Benchmark C
Question | Spring
37 2010
Question | Spring
38 2010
Question | Spring
39 2010
Question | January
1 2005
Question | March
38 2005
Question | March Scoring Guidelines
53 2006 Points | Student Response
4 The response provides an accurate description of one similarity and one
difference between de Lesseps' plan and the actual construction of the
canal by the United States. The response includes two reasons why de
Lessups' plan failed.
Example:
The plans of de Lesseps and the United States were similar in that both
proposed to use the same route. A difference was that de Lesseps' plan
called for one long ditch without locks while the U.S. plan called for the use
of locks to raise and lower the water level for ships (shown in diagram). De
Lesseps' plan falled because:
+ he underestimated the amount of dirt that had to be moved.
+ he didn't anticipate the poer quality of the working conditions.
+ he didn't include locks.
+ France nec longer had enough money to continue the project.
| Other relevant, text-based reasons
3 The respeonse is accurate and meets THREE of the task requirements
{similarity, difference, two reascns for failure) with support.
2 | The response is accurate and meets TWO of the task requirements
| {similarty, difference, two reascns for failure) with support. |
1 The reascon is accurate and meets ONE of the task requirements (similarity,
difference, two reasons for failure). It may or may not include support.
0 The response meets none of the task requirements.
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37

May
2007
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Benchmark D

Question 32 | Spring
2009
Question 33 | Spring
2009
Question 31 | March
2008
Question 37 | March
2008
Question 41 | March Scoring Guidelines
2008 Points Student Response
4 point | The response includes FOUR examples from the passage that support the
statement.
Examples:
* He titles the passage “Mystery of the Mima Mounds”
* He uses the word “evidence,” which is language often used when solving a
crime or mystery
* He puts a heading in the passage asking, “Can you solve the mystery?”
* In the second paragraph, he asks a series of questions about the mounds,
“Where did the weird bumps come from? How long have they existed? Why
are they so uniformly distributed?” Then he says that the questions have
baffled geologists for more than a century.
* He “interviews” Bernard Hallet, much like a detective might interview
someone while trying to solve a mystery.
« Before introducing all the theories, he says, “You be the judge.”
* He uses phrases like “One theory holds...” and “Others suggest,” just like the
different ideas people have when they are trying to solve a mystery.
* He says, “One of the more popular theories was hatched,” to make it sound
like @ scheme.
* He uses phrases like “Berg claims” and “Cox asserts” which is language
often used when solving a crime or mystery.
* He uses the phrase, “the prime suspects in the Mima mound mystery are
pocket gophers.”
* He uses the phrase “Sound far-fetched” which is a phrase used to describe
someone’s crazy explanation or lie.
* He uses the phrase “chicken-and-egg problem” to show that people are still
puzzled about what came first, the gophers or the mounds.
* He uses descriptive words such as weird and eerie.
+  Other relevant text-based responses
3 point | The response includes any THREE of the above examples.
2 point | The response includes any TWO of the above examples.
1 point | The response includes any ONE of the above examples.
0 point | The response indicates no understanding of the task.
Question 11 | January
2005
Question 14 | January
2005
Question 18 | January
2005
Question 10 | March
2005
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Question 12

March
2005

Scoring Guidelines

Points |

Student

Student Response
The response is complete and accurate. It describes the intended
audience and supports that description with two details from the
passage.
Examples:
| think the main audience for this passage ranges from older students
to adults because
« to be a member you have to pay
« when you're a member you spend time in the repair shop,
which would be too dangerous for young children.
« the passage talks about giving old bikes to WOW, which would
mean you're not likely a very young child.
» the programs are mostly for students but there is cne for adults
too

o it a-sks for donations of money; small children don't usually
make money donations to groups.

1

The response is partial and accurate. It describes the intended
audience and may or may not include a supporting detail.

0 The response indicates no understanding of the task.

Question 41

March
2005

Scoring Guidelines
oints

P

Student Response

The response provides two different theories about the shifting sands
and offers two possible text-based solutions to the problem.

Example:

Theories:

« One theory is that the wind pattems have changed in recent years
and caused the sands to shift.

« Another theory is that commercial and residential development have
caused the shifting to be greater.

Solutions:

« One solution would be to let the sands go wherever the wind takes
them.

« Another solution might be to plant trees and grass in the threatened
areas fo keep the sand from shifting.

« Another solution is to build fences.
Another solution is to use dump trucks to return the sand.

Theresponsepmvndesanyoomblnanonofmomeonesandone
solution OR cne theory and two solutions regarding the shifting of
sands.

The response provides any combination of two theories OR two
solutions OR one theory and one solution regarding the shifting of
sands.

The response provides one theory OR one solution regarding the
shifting of sands.

The response indicates no understanding of the task.

Question 44

March
2005

Question 26

March
2006

Question 28

March
2006

Question 43

May 2007
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